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Dear 4-H’ers, 
 
My name is Amanda Bell and I will be interning with Matt Benge this summer in 
the Alachua County Extension Office. I am a senior studying Family, Youth and 
Community Sciences at the University of Florida…Go Gators! I will be working 
in the afternoons with Matt until June 19. I will mostly be working with 4-H but I 
will also be active in the other parts of Extension as well. After spending my 
summer here I hope to have a better understanding of what 4-H and County 
Extension have to offer as well as being one step closer to completing my degree!  
Matt has given me some assignments to do so if you begin to see my name or my 
email: rowrep06@ufl.edu you will know who I am! I have already met several of 
you and I look forward to getting a chance to meet everyone else as well! 
 
So far this summer I have observed the preparation for the Master Gardener Plant 
Sale and I attended the Volunteer Appreciation Dinner which was a great success! 
I also attended my first County Council Meeting which ran very well and gave me 
great insight into what 4-H is all about. 
 
Hopefully during my internship I will have a chance to incubate chicken eggs and 
observe their developing process. When this is completed Matt and I look forward 
to having gained a greater understanding of the chicken’s hatching process as well 
as possibly having a few baby chickens to give away! I’m also heading up a 
service project dealing with animals and our environment so you should definitely 
take a look for details about this on the back page! 
 
Registration for Summer Day Camps has begun!!I will be able to attend some of 
these camps and learn what types of activities you are involved in! These day 
camps all sound very exciting so be sure to check them out on the next page! 
 
I’m looking forward to getting to work with all of you! 
 

Amanda Bell, Intern 
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Matt Benge 
4-H Youth Development Agent 
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Staying UpStaying Up --toto --Date with the Happenings Date with the Happenings   
4-H always has so many events, activities, and meetings going on, and sometimes they are all on the same day! It can be hard to know 
what’s going on. To stay up-to-date with the happenings of Alachua County 4-H, make sure to visit the website and the blog. 
¨ Website---Has a lot of information, as well as the calendar and newsletter. The calendar will be updated twice a month to keep you 

informed. http://alachua.ifas.ufl.edu/ 
¨ The Blog---The Blog is a great way to stay up to speed with county council, upcoming events, and  news with other 4-H  clubs!    
        Make sure that if your club has a blog on the blog-spot that you stay up-to-date with upcoming events, activities,  and reports.  
        http://alachua4-h.blogspot.com/ 

Month Description Location Time 
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Month  Description Location Time 

JUN       

1 Entries Deadline 4-H Photo & Poster State 
Contest 

http://florida4h.org/events/photo_contest/index.shtml 

1 Speeches Deadline General Public Speaking 4HEvents@ifas.ufl.edu 

1 Deadline State 4-H Dairy Poster Contest RHSchmidt@mail.ifas.ufl.edu 

1 Speeches Deadline Horse Public Speaking http://www.animal.ufl.edu/youth/horse/#demo 

1 Portfolios for scholarships/trips due TBA TBA 

1 State 4-H Poultry Judging Contest UF Animal Science Bldg. – Meats Lab http://animal.ifas.ufl.edu/Youth/poultry/ 

5 Last day of school     

5 Registration Deadline Career Mentors CEO 4:00 pm 

5 District V 4-H Retreat     

5 Youth Horsemanship Schools Welaka State Forest   

7 – 13 Citizenship Washington Focus Washington, D.C. acletzer@ufl.edu 

13 Awards Banquet Creekside Community Church 2640 NW 39 Ave-
nue 

6:00 pm 

20 State 4-H Horse Events UF Horse Teaching Unit TBA 

22 – 26 Legislature   vmullins@ufl.edu 

23 Horse Committee CEO 6:30 pm 

25-27 4-H Hog & Ham Gainesville TBA 

23 Career Mentors Orientation Dinner (potluck) CEO TBA 

30 – 7/1 Camp Counselor Training Hernando CEO TBA 

JUL       

4 Independence Day- office closed     

9-11 State 4-H Horse Show Tampa Fairgrounds http://floridastatefair.com/ 

13 – 17 4-H Summer Camp [4-H ages 8 – 13 (by 8/1/08)] Camp Ocala   

27 – 31 Florida 4-H Congress UF Campus – Gainesville   

28 Horse Committee CEO 6:30 pm 

30 – 8/3 Southern Regional 4-H Horse Championships Little Rock, AR   

AUG       

TBA  4-H Hog and ham UF Meats lab   

18 County Council CEO 6:30 pm 

TBA  Career Mentors Report CEO TBA 

25 Horse Committee CEO 6:30 pm 

30 Florida 4-H Centennial Ball Orlando   
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For persons requiring special accommodations to 4-H activities contact Matt Benge at (352)955-2402 or TDD/TYY (352)955-2406.  Please call at least five working days prior to 
the program so that proper consideration may be given to the request.  Upon request, for persons with print-related disabilities, this newsletter is available in alternate formats. 4-H 
is for youth ages 5-18.  Membership is open to all youth regardless of race, creed, color, sex, national origin, handicap or geographic location within Alachua County. Funding for 

the duplication of this publication is provided in part by the Alachua County Board of County Commissioners.  4-H Emblem “Protected Under 18 U.S.C. 707”. 

4-H has recently been asked to take part in a state-wide initiative to help protect 
Florida’s environment by spreading the word “Don’t Release Your Pet” throughout 
the community. The message we are trying to send is for pet owners not to release 
their unwanted pets into the environment. We have been given several posters and 
information cards that another agent in Florida has developed and would like to have 
distributed to pet stores, spreading the message not to release unwanted pets and what 
pet owners can do instead. If you or your club would like to take part of this initiative 
in Alachua County please e-mail me at rowrep06@ufl.edu  to let me know that you 
are interested or if you have any questions. We can then make 
arrangements to give you the materials and information that you 
will need to pass on to the pet stores. This will be a fun activity 
and a great way to be involved in the community! 
 

Thanks for your help! 

Amanda Bell 

Don’t Release Your Pet 


